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The Whitesboro Central School District has been recognized for the initiatives it has taken to keep 
students and staff safe each and every day.

At Utica National’s School Risk Management Seminar in Syracuse on March 19, the Whitesboro 
CSD was one of several schools that was awarded through the Utica National 2019 School Safety 
Excellence Award Program. Whitesboro CSD was one of 13 local school districts and BOCES 
organizations that was awarded the Titanium with Honors distinction.

Of the local districts that were awarded Titanium with Honors for their school safety initiatives, 
Whitesboro CSD was the sole recipient of the Special Recognition. This honor was given due to 
the District’s efforts addressing safety measures such as student and staff training, building access 
control, lockdown procedures and devices (blue lights, door hardening and lockdown integration 
devices/protocols), and community training initiatives.

Accepting the award on behalf of the District were: Whitesboro Board of Education President 
Michael Head, Assistant Superintendent for Business Joseph Muller, Assistant Superintendent for 
Learning and Accountability David Russo, Middle School Campus Principal John Egresits, Deerfield 
Elementary Principal Kelli McGowan, Director of Facilities and Maintenance Kevin Storsberg, and 
Director of Information and Instructional Technology Adam Cleveland.

Safety and security remains a top priority within the Whitesboro Central School District, and the 
District continues to enhance these efforts and initiatives at every opportunity. The District’s 
proposed 2020 Capital Project includes safety and security enhancements such as cameras, 
doors and building access control measures, and an emergency notification system, which would 
further ensure the safety of all Whitesboro students and staff.
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Deerfield Schools
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2 WHITESBORO CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Parents, Guardians and School Community Members:
I hope this issue finds you well and enjoying the onset of spring. Once again, it is time for us as a 
district to renew our financial plan for the upcoming school year. To that end, we have engaged our 
school community in the budget development process, producing a spending plan that is mission-
driven and fiscally responsible.

Some highlights of the 2019-2020 proposed budget include:
• Tax levy increase of 1.99%, which is within the property tax cap
• $100,000 capital outlay project for repairs at our middle school
• Purchase of six new school buses, as part of the district’s bus replacement program 
 (more details on page 3)
• Expansion of Mandarin Chinese to include grade 7, via distance learning
• Expansion of American Sign Language (ASL) to include grade 9, via distance learning
• Continued presence of Special Patrol Officers (SPOs) in each of our seven school buildings
• Expansion of curricular and extra-curricular opportunities for students

Later in this issue, you will read about our proposed capital project which will be placed on our ballot on May 21, 2019. As mentioned 
in prior communications, this project will have zero impact on our tax levy. We are able to accomplish this by using $1M from our 
existing capital reserve funds. The balance of the project will be funded using building aid we receive from NYS. Our aid ratio is .84 
meaning 84% of the cost will be paid using these funds. The remaining 16% will be paid using the reserve funds previously mentioned.

The public budget hearing will be held on Tuesday, May 14, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., in the high school cafeteria. This is an opportunity for 
all community members to learn more about our financial plan for next year, and to hear from the three candidates seeking a seat on 
the Board of Education. The budget vote/board election is scheduled for Tuesday, May 21, 2019.

Thank you for your continued support of our district. Together, we will help shape the future of our students and broaden the 
opportunities that lie ahead for them.

Sincerely,

Dr. Brian K. Bellair
Superintendent of Schools

PHOTO GALLERY
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2019-2020 PROPOSED BUDGET

2019-2020 PROPOSED BUDGET | What You Need to Know
The District budget vote, along with the Board of Education election, will be held on May 21, 2019, from 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. at Parkway, 
Marcy and Deerfield Schools. If the proposed budget is passed by voters, it will be enacted for the 2019-20 school year. If not passed, the 
Board of Education can:

• Place a revised budget before district residents for a vote.
• Place the same budget before district residents for a vote.
• Immediately adopt a contingency budget.

If a contingency budget is adopted, only ordinary contingent expenses necessary to provide the minimum services legally required to 
operate and maintain school buildings and the educational program, preserve the property of the district and ensure the health and 
safety of students and staff, are budgeted. Additionally, when on a contingency budget, school districts must charge fees to non-district 
organizations that use school district facilities, including groups such as little league, biddy basketball, boy scouts and girl scouts.

TO VOTE YOU MUST BE:

• A U.S. citizen
• A resident of the Whitesboro Central School District
• At least 18 years old
• Registered to vote with the Oneida County or Herkimer 

County Board of Elections

BOARD OF EDUCATION ELECTION

TO VOTE YOU:

• Do NOT have to own property
• Do NOT have to be a parent/guardian
• Do NOT have to have children in the school district

Be It Resolved, that the District voters be asked to approve the 
following propositions at the Special District Meeting held in 
conjunction with the Annual Election on May 21, 2019:

Budget Proposition
 

Shall the budget for the school year 2019-2020, in the amount of 
$70,282,129, as adopted by the Whitesboro Central School District 
Board of Education, be approved, and a tax levied upon the taxable 
property of the school district to raise the same?

Proposition 1 – School Buses
  
Shall the resolution authorizing the Board of Education of the 
Whitesboro Central School District to undertake the acquisition 
of four 65-passenger school buses and two 30-passenger school 
buses, with an estimated maximum aggregate cost of $650,974 
and that such sum or so much there of as may be necessary, shall 
be raised by the levy of a tax to be collected in annual installments; 
and, in anticipation of such tax, debt obligations of the School 
District as may be necessary not to exceed such estimated 
maximum aggregate cost shall be used, or the School District 

may enter into an installment purchase contract if the Board of 
Education determines that it is in the best interest of the school 
district to finance the purchase in that method, be approved?

Proposition 2 – Approval of a District-Wide 
Capital Project
Shall the proposition set forth in the legal notice of this annual voter 
meeting, authorizing addition to, and construction, reconstruction 
and equipping of, existing school buildings and facilities, various 
site and incidental improvements, all at an estimated maximum 
aggregate cost of $20,304,450; with the expenditure of $1,000,000 
from the existing capital reserve fund for such costs, the issuance of 
not to exceed $19,304,450 of debt obligations of the School District 
therefor, and the levy of a tax in annual installments therefor, with 
such tax to be offset by state aid available therefor, all as more fully 
described in said notice, be approved?

*Use of these funds will have no impact on the tax levy, as these 
funds are already in reserve.

PROPOSITIONS ON THE BALLOT

1. Steven D. Farr
2. Donald H. Henderson
3. John E. Harmon Jr.

There are three (3) candidates running for two (2) seats. The 
candidates will appear on the ballot in the following order:
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2019-2020 PROPOSED BUDGET

2019-20 ANTICIPATED REVENUES
2019-2020 Estimates %

New York State Aid $32,006,170 45.54%

Appropriated Fund Balance $4,900,000 6.97%

Miscellaneous Revenues $1,322,619 1.88%

Tax Levy $32,053,340 45.61%

Total Anticipated Revenues $70,282,129 100%

2019-20 PROPOSED EXPENDITURES

2019-2020          %

Program $50,028,145 71.18%

Capital $13,499,592 19.21%

Administrative $6,754,392 9.61%

Total Proposed Expenditures $70,282,129 100%

9.61%

19.21% 71.18%

45.54%

45.61%

6.97%

1.88%

Dunham Public Library Budget
Shall the proposition set forth in the notice of this meeting authorizing the adopt ion of the proposed 2019-2020 operating budget of Dunham Public 
Library in the amount of $1,202,500.00 and providing for $1,062 ,968.00 of said total amount to be raised by a tax levy collected in annual installments, 
with school district obligations, to be collected in the 2019-2020 fiscal year, be approved?

Dunham Public Library Proposition #1
Shall the proposition set forth authorizing the appropriation of $50,000 to be used for capital improvements, be raised by an additional tax levy collected 
in annual installments, with school district obligations, to be collected in the 2019-2020 fiscal year, be approved?

PROPOSITIONS ON THE BALLOT

CAPITAL PROJECT NOTICE
The amount of the proposed Capital Project is $20,304,450, and it will have 
zero impact on the tax levy. On March 12, 2019, the Whitesboro Central School 
District Board of Education approved a proposition for a Capital Project of 
approximately $20M, that will have zero impact on the tax levy.

The scope of the proposed project is District-wide, and will address items such 
as health and safety/security enhancements, roofing, building structural needs, 
asbestos abatement, accessibility for those with special needs, Instructional 
Technology infrastructure, and more.

The amount of the proposed Capital Project is $20,304,450, and it will have zero 
financial impact to the local taxpayer. The District is able to accomplish this by 
utilizing $1M of our existing Capital Reserve Fund – funds that are reserved 
exclusively for capital improvement expenditures – to offset any local share of 
the project. The remaining balance of the project will be paid using building aid 
provided by New York State. Our current building aid ratio is approximately .84, 
meaning that state aid will fund 84% of the cost of this project.

The Capital Project will be presented to voters on May 21, 2019, on the same 
ballot as our annual budget vote and Board election.

For more information, visit www.wboro.org.

CAPITAL OUTLAY ACCOUNT 2019-2020
The capital outlay account is an account funded for the purpose of 
completing specific capital improvements within the 2019-2020 
budget year. This allows us to perform the necessary work to our 
facilities independent of a capital project while generating 100% 
of the building aid in the following year (unlike the 15-20 year aid 
reimbursement payment schedule of a typical capital project). Our 
current building aid ratio for capital outlay projects is 84%, meaning 
next year’s expenditure of $100,000 will be followed by building aid 
revenue the following year in the approximate amount of $84,000. The 
plan for next year’s work includes stair repairs at the Middle School.
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Board of Education $ 72,196 $79,411 $7,215

Central Administration $2,079,872 $2,082,449 $2,577

Business Administration $565,584 $573,722 $8,138

Legal $145,312 $176,009 $30,697

Personnel $228,617 $206,697 ($21,920)

Records Management $16,485 $15,547 ($938)

Public Information $126,162 $130,302 $4,140

Other Central Services $673,603 $919,370 $245,767

Other Special Items $1,095,021 $1,105,123 $10,102

Employee Benefits $1,424,057 $1,465,762 $41,705

TOTAL ADMINISTRATION $6,426,909 $6,754,392 $327,483

Administration 2018-2019 
Approved Budget

2019-2020 
Proposed Budget Increase or (Decrease)

BUDGET DETAIL

Inservice Training - Instruction $180,020 $92,307 ($87,713)

Teaching - Regular School $32,759,255 $34,117,555 $1,358,300

District Transportation Services $3,261,352 $3,409,054 $147,702

Employee Benefits $12,102,068 $12,394,229 $292,161

Transfer to School Lunch Fund $15,000 $15,000 -

TOTAL PROGRAM $48,317,695 $50,028,145 $1,710,450

Program 2018-2019 
Approved Budget

2019-2020 
Proposed Budget Increase or (Decrease)

Operation of Plant $3,236,601 $3,275,264 $38,663

Maintenance of Plant $717,942 $788,590 $70,648

Refund on Real Property Taxes $5,000 $17,906 $12,096

Employee Benefits $1,958,849 $2,091,098 $132,249

Debt Service - Capital $7,146,502 $7,226,734 $80,232

Transfer to Capital Fund $100,000 $100,000 -

TOTAL CAPITAL $13,164,894 $13,499,592 $334,698

Capital 2018-2019 
Approved Budget

2019-2020 
Proposed Budget Increase or (Decrease)

Budget-to-Budget Increase 
3.49%

TOTAL GENERAL FUND   $67,909,498 $70,282,129  $2,372,631

General Fund Appropriations by Component 2019-2020
Total Budget
2019-2020

$70,282,129

Program 
Component

$50,028,145
 71.18%

Capital 
Component

$13,499,592
19.21%

Administrative
Component

$6,754,392
9.61%

2019-2020 Tax Levy Increase
1.99%

Tax levy limit is 2.03%.

71.18%

19.21%

9.61%
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The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2019-20 by the qualified voters of the Whitesboro Central School District, Oneida County, New York, will be held at the 
Parkway Middle School, Deerfield Elementary School and Marcy Elementary School in said district on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 
9:00 p.m., prevailing time in the Parkway Middle School, Deerfield Elementary School and Marcy Elementary School, at which time the polls will be opened to vote 
by voting ballot or machine.

**The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

Based on state law, the STAR exemption is capped at 2% of the prior year’s maximum savings.

Budget Adopted for  
the 2018-19 
School Year

Budget Proposed for 
the 2019-20 School Year

Contingency Budget for the 
2019-20 School Year*SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET NOTICE

Total budgeted amount, not including separate propositions $67,909,498 $70,282,129 $69,656,713

Increase/decrease for the 2019-2020 school year $2,372,631 $1,747,215

Percentage increase/decrease in proposed budget 3.49% 2.57%

Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.44%

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $31,427,924 $32,053,340

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable 0 0

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** 0 0

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy 0 0

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $31,427,924 $32,053,340 $31,427,924

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $1,100,034 $1,126,624

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $30,327,890 $30,926,716  

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E-B-F+D) $30,327,890 $30,926,716

I. Difference: (G - H); (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval - See Note 
Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** 0 0

Administrative component $6,426,909 $6,754,392 $6,624,717

Program component $48,317,695 $50,028,145 $49,813,896

Capital component $13,164,894 $13,499,592 $13,218,100

Should the proposed budget be defeated, pursuant to Section 2023 Education Law, the contingency budget shows the reduction in supplies, certain employee salary 
increases, deletion of specific equipment, and elimination of the funds budgeted for the capital outlay and community use of facilities.

Description Amount

Four (4) 65-passenger buses, two (2) 30-passenger 
buses, not to exceed $650,974, which impacts the 
2020-2026 budgets.

Not to exceed $650,974, which 
impacts the 2020-2026 budgets.

Approval of a Capital Project in the amount of 
$20,304,450

• Includes use of $1M from existing capital reserve funds

Not to exceed $20,304,450.

List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total 
Budgeted Amount: 
Proposition 1 - School Buses
Proposition 2 - Approval of a Capital Project in the amount of 
$20,304,450*

* Capital Project will have no impact on the tax levy.

The Dunham Public Library budget and proposition vote and trustee election is separate and distinct 
from the school district propositions.

The proposed operating budget and proposition for Dunham Public Library is available at 
www.whitesborolibrary.org.

Please contact April L.R. Bliss at abliss@midyork.org or call (315) 736-9734 if you have questions.

NOTICE

Under the Budget Proposed for the 2019- 2020 School Year

$656Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings

OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL
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DISTRICT News

Total budgeted amount, not including separate propositions $67,909,498 $70,282,129 $69,656,713

Increase/decrease for the 2019-2020 school year $2,372,631 $1,747,215

Percentage increase/decrease in proposed budget 3.49% 2.57%

Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.44%

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $31,427,924 $32,053,340

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable 0 0

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** 0 0

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy 0 0

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $31,427,924 $32,053,340 $31,427,924

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $1,100,034 $1,126,624

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $30,327,890 $30,926,716  

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E-B-F+D) $30,327,890 $30,926,716

I. Difference: (G - H); (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval - See Note 
Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** 0 0

Administrative component $6,426,909 $6,754,392 $6,624,717

Program component $48,317,695 $50,028,145 $49,813,896

Capital component $13,164,894 $13,499,592 $13,218,100

Under the Budget Proposed for the 2019- 2020 School Year

$656

Fifth Graders Learn About the Dangers of Vaping
Fifth grade students at each of the 
elementary schools within the Whitesboro 
Central School District are learning all about 
the dangers of e-cigarettes and vaping.

Dr. Jonathan Henderson – a pediatrician 
with Utica Pediatrics, a member of the 
Whitesboro Board of Education, and board 
president of the local American Heart 
Association – recently visited each of the 
elementary schools to teach the fifth 
graders about why vaping is dangerous and 
how it can negatively affect their health.

While vaping is typically more common 
with students in high school, there are 
also middle school aged students who 
use e-cigarettes, so talking to fifth grade 
students who will soon be going on to 
Parkway and then the Middle School about 
the dangers of vaping is an important 
preventative measure. 

During his presentation, Dr. Henderson 
talked to the students about different kinds 
of e-cigarettes, which are oftentimes small 
and not easily detected, such as the ones 
that look like USB drives for computers. 
Students learned that while e-cigarettes 

were initially introduced as a less harmful 
alternative to cigarettes, they still contain 
harmful ingredients such as nicotine 
that students can become addicted 
to, and they can still adversely affect a 
student’s lungs and overall health. Some 
students questioned whether it can lead 
to cancer the way that cigarettes can, but 
unfortunately, the long-term effects aren’t 
yet known because e-cigarettes have not 
been around long enough.

Students also learned about the marketing 
strategies that are being used to appeal to 
kids and younger people, such as flavors 
like cotton candy and gummy bears, and 
using cartoons in marketing materials for 
e-cigarettes. Because of these strategies, 
the use of e-cigarettes has become popular 
with kids and teens, but the students were 
reminded that it is illegal to possess or use 
e-cigarettes if you are under 18 years old, 
and there are new legislative measures 
being discussed that would raise that age 
to 21.

Following the presentation, students had 
the opportunity to ask questions and learn 
more about the topic. Each of the students 
seemed to be engaged and interested, and 
they had a clear understanding that vaping 
is both bad for their health and illegal at 
their age.

Thank you to Dr. Henderson for taking 
the time to talk to fifth graders about this 
important topic.

Industrial Rhythm Performs for 7th Installment of Robinson Concert Series
On March 29 at Whitesboro High School, the Whitesboro Music 
Department hosted Industrial Rhythm, a New York City and Los 
Angeles-based dance and percussion troupe, for the 7th installment 
of the Richard and Helen Robinson Concert Series.

Industrial Rhythm is known for their Off-Broadway hits like "Bring in 
Da Noise, Bring in Da Funk,” "Stomp,” “Blast” and "Blue Man Group.”

During the afternoon prior to the concert, Industrial Rhythm 
facilitated an hour-long workshop with all of the high school music 
students. Students had the opportunity to perform with non-
traditional instruments such as buckets and trash cans, and they also 
learned various hip-hop dance steps. 

The evening concert had an audience of approximately 425 students, 
parents and community members.

The Richard & Helen Robinson Concert Series began in honor of 
a beloved educator and administrator in the Whitesboro Central 
School District – Mr. Dick Robinson. The Music Department was 

especially close to his heart, as Dick was 
an avid musician throughout his life. 
Because of that, he worked tirelessly to 
promote music education for students. 
Donations from Dick’s family following 
his passing in 2011 sparked the idea 
for the inaugural concert in 2012. After 
Helen’s unexpected passing in June 
2014, it seemed fitting to memorialize 
both Dick and Helen through this 
concert series.

All proceeds from the concert will 
benefit students in the Whitesboro 
Music Department by funding the 
perpetuation of the concert series.

Thank you to all who attended for your support of this concert series, 
and thank you for helping to honor and continue Dick and Helen 
Robinson’s legacy in the Whitesboro community.
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Whitesboro High School Welcomes Area Foreign 
Exchange Students for 44th Annual Foreign Student Day
At its 44th Annual Foreign Student Day on March 8, Whitesboro High School welcomed a total of 19 
foreign exchange students from several different continents who are attending local school districts. 
The annual event is a chance for students to come together to celebrate different cultures and learn 
more about one another. 

The all-day event kicked off with an assembly in the High School auditorium where the foreign 
exchange students introduced themselves, including their names, what country they’re from, and 
what school they’re currently attending.

The keynote speaker for the event was Dr. Kathryn Stam, an anthropology professor at SUNY Polytechnic 
Institute. Dr. Stam talked about her own experience in college when she studied abroad in Nepal, and 
how that experience has impacted her life since. For example, she was motivated to seek out the 
Nepali community residing in the city of Utica and befriend them. She also talked to students about 
the local refugee population in the city of Utica, where so many different cultures are represented. She 
concluded her presentation by showing a video that was filmed in Utica where people of all different 
cultures tried culinary dishes from many different cultures.

Following Dr. Stam’s presentation, the local Croabh Dugan of CCE dance group performed several 
Irish songs and dances, and students had the opportunity to join them onstage and learn some of the 
dances as well.

During the afternoon, the exchange students and members of the International Club at Whitesboro 
High School broke up into smaller groups and held panel discussions in the World Languages and 
Social Studies classes. Students in the classes had the opportunity to ask the foreign students about 
their cultures and their experiences so far in the United States. Some of the most popular questions 
included what the exchange students miss most about their countries (the answer was unanimous: 
the food!), what they like most about the United States, and whether or not it lived up to their 
expectations. Some exchange students revealed that they were surprised at first, because most of 
what they knew about New York was based on New York City.

The day concluded with a special dinner dance at Valentino’s Banquet Hall in Washington Mills.

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 44th Annual Foreign Student Day a success.

Whitesboro Runner Signs Letter of Intent to Run at Division I School
One of Whitesboro’s star athletes will continue his running career at the collegiate level in 2019-20, and he made 
his future plans official by signing a letter of intent on April 4.

Lucas Casab, a sprinter for the Varsity Track team at Whitesboro High School, signed a letter of intent to be a 
sprinter for the Track & Field team at the University at Albany. The Great Danes Track & Field team is an NCAA 
Division I team that participates in the America East Conference.

Throughout his running career for Whitesboro, which began in eighth grade, Lucas has participated in events 
such as the 100-meter dash and 200-meter dash for outdoor track, and the 55-meter dash for indoor track. 

Lucas says he chose to attend the University at Albany because when he visited the campus, he felt like he was at home. He said he’s looking forward 
to competing at the highest level he can in college, and he’s looking forward to furthering both his education and his running career.

Lucas’ Varsity Track coach, Todd Budreau, said that Lucas is the hardest worker on the team, and Lucas actually makes him better as a coach.

Congratulations to Lucas and best of luck on your future at the University at Albany! 
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Boys' Varsity Basketball Players Read to Westmoreland Road, Hart’s Hill 
Fifth Graders
On Feb. 7, members of the Whitesboro Boys' Varsity Basketball Team took time out of their afternoon to visit fifth graders at 
Westmoreland Road and Hart’s Hill elementary schools, where they read stories to the students.

The group of basketball players split up so that one or two were in each of the fifth grade classrooms. Some of the players read stories 
that were picked out by the classes, and others read the story Salt in His Shoes by Deloris Jordan, which is a children’s book that tells the 
story of Michael Jordan when he was young and dreaming about being a basketball player, written by Michael Jordan’s mother. In the 
story, Michael Jordan’s mother tells him that if he puts salt in his shoes he’ll grow taller – tall enough to be a great basketball player – but 
Michael’s father teaches him that hard work is the key to excelling at the sport.

After reading to the students, the basketball players drew names to award two students in each class certificates to attend the boys’ 
basketball game against Rome Free Academy. Each student who won was given a certificate for one student and one adult to attend 
the game. It was a fun way to promote the boys' basketball team while also giving the younger students the chance to get to know the 
players. Some of the students were actually visiting their former teachers’ classrooms, so it was also a chance for them to reconnect, and 
show the younger students how quickly time flies by. Before they know it, they’ll be in high school themselves!

Thank you to all of the basketball players who took time out of their day to visit the fifth grade students.

Senior Musician Spencer Wyman Wins Central Winds Concerto Competition
During the month of March, Spencer Wyman, a French horn player and a senior at Whitesboro 
High School, won the Central Winds Concerto Competition. He then went on to perform as a 
soloist with the Central Winds Ensemble on April 27 at Oneida High School. 

Central Winds is Central New York’s premier wind band. Spencer won the competition 
performing the first movement of Strauss’ “Concerto No. 1 in Eb Major, Op. 11.” He was pleased 
when they announced that he had won, because the competition was between students in 
Oneida, Madison, Herkimer and Onondaga counties. Spencer is beyond grateful and he was 
excited to play with the Central Winds Ensemble. In order to qualify for the competition, he had 
to perform a portion of his level 6 NYSSMA solo from last May.

In December, Spencer was selected as one of six students to represent Whitesboro High School 
at the NYSSMA Conference in Rochester. This is one of the highest honors among music students 
because only the best of the best from across New York are represented.

Spencer is a member of Whitesboro High School’s Symphonic Band, Concert Band, Jazz Ensemble, 
A’Cappella Choir, Barbershop Quartet and Chamber Singers. He also plays the trumpet, piano, 
and he sings bass. He received a perfect score on his NYSSMA vocal solo last May. 

Spencer would like to thank his private instructor, Mrs. Marjorie Hawthorne, who has helped him prepare for the Concerto Competition 
and for the NYSSMA solo festival.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL News 

Eighth Grade Student Wins Prestigious Award in National Art Competition
Eighth grade student Brady Corrigan has received national recognition for his sculpture work, 
becoming the third Whitesboro student within the last 21 years to receive the Silver Medal in the 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.

Nearly 340,000 works of art and writing were submitted to the 2019 Scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards, including more than 5,670 from the Central New York Region. Brady’s sculpture, titled “A 
Well Balanced Meal,” was selected by some of the foremost leaders in the visual and literary arts for 
excellence in originality, technical skills, and the emergence of personal voice or vision. Receiving 
a medal in the national competition places Brady’s sculpture within the top one percent of all 
submissions.

Brady’s piece was first recognized as a Gold Key winner, along with 
pieces created by six other Whitesboro students, and the Gold Key 
pieces were then submitted to the national level for judging. Many 
students also received Silver Keys and Honorable Mentions, and the 
award-winning pieces were put on display at the Whitney Technology 
Center at Onondaga Community College, and some middle and 
high school students had the opportunity to see the award-winning 
pieces during a field trip.

Congratulations to Brady for receiving such a prestigious honor for the hard work you’ve put into your art. 

You can see Brady’s sculpture on display at the District Art Show on May 21 at the Whitesboro High School.

Middle School Campus Utilizes Smoothie Bike to Teach Students, Promote Wellness
Sixth, seventh and eighth graders at the Middle School Campus are keeping active while they learn with the 
help of “Rock the Bike,” a stationary bike with a blender that makes smoothies as you pedal. According to Rock 
the Bike, pedaling a full pitcher burns 10 calories and saves 23 watt-hours from the power plant.

After seeing the smoothie bike, which is owned by the District, at the recent Health and Wellness Expo during 
Superintendent’s Conference Day, teachers at the Middle School Campus requested the use of the bike to 
help their students learn. The bike was brought into the Middle School on March 26 and March 28, and the 
science classes took turns using the bike and incorporating it into their lessons.

Sixth grade science classes used the bike to “travel” through the solar system, and before using the bike, the 
classes used math to figure out how many bike rotations it would take to get to each planet, based on how 
far apart they’re located in the solar system. For example, it took only 13 rotations to get from Earth to Mars, 

but it took 198 to get from Saturn to Uranus.

Each student was able to choose what ingredients they wanted in their smoothie, and they took turns on 
the bike to get from one planet to the next. The bike and the different number of rotations needed to get 
to each planet helped the students grasp the vastness of space, and just how far each planet is located 
from one another, despite the fact that they appear close on a map. 

The seventh grade science classes, which are currently learning about genetics, incorporated the bike into 
their lesson by learning about the genetics of the fruit used in the smoothies. The eighth grade classes, 
which are learning about speed in their next unit, used the bike as a lesson on speed.

Utilizing the smoothie bike in the classroom was a fun way for students to learn, stay active and eat healthy 
all at the same time. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL News 

Middle School Campus Raises Funds and Awareness for 
Pediatric Cancer
During the month of February, the Whitesboro Middle School Campus came together to raise 
money and awareness for pediatric cancer with the KEYS Program out of Sherrill, New York. 

The KEYS Program was founded in 1993 by Mrs. Colleen Bennett and her husband David Bennet, 
a retired NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Official. The KEYS Program is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit children's 
charity that has been delivering music, hope and smiles to children impacted by cancer and 
serious illnesses through its award-winning music outreach, family respite day, and sibling 
support programs. The KEYS Program also raises awareness of the benefits of music, and provides 
healthcare professionals and parents the resources and tools they need to implement music in 
the care of pediatric patients every day. 

Every year in February, the KEYS Program has a “Wear Your Heart on your Sleeve Day” in which a 
person can purchase a heart sticker for $2.50, and on one particular day (this year was Feb. 28), 
everyone wears the heart on their sleeve with names written on them, in honor or in memory of 
a child that is battling, or has battled, cancer. 

The faculty and staff of the Whitesboro Middle School Campus purchased a combined total of 
167 hearts and, along with some donations that were added, raised $453 for the KEYS Program.

If you would like to learn more about the KEYS Program, you can check out their website, www.
theKEYSprogram.org.

Middle School Campus Utilizing Hydroponic Gardens for First Time

Thanks to a New York State grant, staff at the Middle School Campus are growing herbs, flowers and 
other plants using hydroponic gardens for the first time. Hydroponic gardens grow plants quickly using 
seeds, nutrients, water and light.

With a total of 43 growers throughout the Middle School and Parkway buildings, teachers and staff have 
been growing plants such as parsley, basil, dill, lettuce and more. The spring seed kits recently became 
available for them to choose from, and they include plants such as medicinal herbs, petunias and other 
flowers. With another year-and-a-half left of the state grant, seed kits will be purchased at least three 
more times before the grant is used up.

At both of the school buildings, staff say that their students really enjoy being able to help out with the 
plants and watching their progress as they grow. They also enjoy being able to eat the foods that can be 
made from it, such as dill pickles, dill dip and pesto sauce. 

The process of growing plants using the hydroponic gardens allows students to learn how to grow 
plants without the use of pesticides, and how to grow them indoors year-round. Not only are they 
learning gardening stills, but they’re also learning a bit about cooking as their teachers make different 
foods from the plants for their students to taste test. 

“The students and staff absolutely love using the hydroponic gardens!” said Tamala Smith, assistant 
principal of the Middle School Campus. “Students have learned about the importance of daily light, 
supplying nutrients and avoiding the use of toxic chemicals as they grow basil, dill, pesto, lettuce and 
various other plants. This has been a positive venture for so many of us! Several of our students and staff 
have purchased units to use at home as well!”

Thank you to School Health Policies Coordinator Deborah Spinella of Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES 
for applying for the state grant for the hydroponic gardens.
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Deerfield Elementary Celebrates World Down Syndrome Day
The week beginning March 18 was “Buddy Week” at Deerfield Elementary School, leading up to a big 
celebration for World Down Syndrome Day on March 21. During the week, students participated in spirit 
days such as dressing like a buddy, wearing mismatched socks, and wearing blue and yellow to celebrate 
on March 21, because blue and yellow are the colors of Down syndrome awareness.

World Down Syndrome Day is celebrated each year on March 21. Down syndrome occurs when there 
is a third copy of the 21st chromosome instead of two, which is why World Down Syndrome Day falls 
on 3/21.

During World Down Syndrome Day at Deerfield Elementary, students were surprised during their lunch 
periods with Allie’s Celfie Station in the cafeteria. With a table full of props, students were able to choose 
whatever they wanted to wear – from bunny ears, to giant sunglasses, to flower leis and more – and 
then stand in front of the backdrop to have their photo taken. Each student had the opportunity to get 
their photo taken at least once, and many came back for more.

Deerfield’s kitchen manager, Erin Ming, also ordered special blue and yellow ice cream for each of the 
students to enjoy during their lunch.

Along with the World Down Syndrome Day celebrations, Miss Cifonelli’s 
students worked hard to assemble kindness bags to be distributed to other 
teachers in the district.

A huge thank you goes out to the Deerfield PTA for funding all of these fun 
activities for the students, and another big thank you to Target at Sangertown 
Square Mall for their generous donation to contribute to Buddy Week.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL News

Marcy Fourth and Fifth Graders Learn About Responsible Use of Social Media
On March 13, Mark Zalocha and Mike Colangelo of Oneida-Herkimer-
Madison BOCES visited fourth and fifth graders at Marcy Elementary 
School to talk to the students about the responsible use of social 
media, which includes Facebook, Snapchat, Twitter, Instagram and 
many more platforms.

To kick off the talk about social media, students learned about the 
“ripple effect” and how everything they post on social media can cause 
outcomes they hadn’t intended on. For example, posting something 
negative about someone – even if they only meant it as a joke – can 
lead to bullying and other negative outcomes for that individual. 
Students then talked about what kinds of things shouldn’t be shared 
on social media, such as their passwords or home address, and they 
learned about what they can do if they encounter behavior on social 
media, such as a message from a stranger, that doesn’t seem right. 

Mr. Zalocha and Mr. Colangelo also talked to students about how 
once something is posted to social media, it never really goes away. 
For example, when a photo is posted and then deleted, it’s never 
deleted permanently – someone may have already saved it to their 
own device, and then showed it to someone else, and so on. 

Students also learned about their “digital footprint” and how it can 
affect them throughout their life. For example, when it comes to 
applying for college and or a job, their potential schools and employers 
will likely check out their social media accounts and look at what kind 

of things are being posted. Posting inappropriate or hateful things on 
social media can be the reason someone doesn’t get into the school 
of their choice, or get the job the applied to.

One piece of advice that was given to students was to “sleep on it” 
before posting to social media. Sometimes people post things to 
social media that they later regret, but even if they delete it shortly 
afterward, people have already seen it and may have even saved it. If a 
student takes the time to think about whether or not they should post 
something, it can help them to avoid situations like that.

As the World Wide Web celebrated its 30th anniversary on March 12, it 
was a fitting time to make sure students understand the importance 
of using social media responsibly. 
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Tornadoes, hurricanes, lightning and snow – those are just some of the things that third graders 
at Westmoreland Road Elementary learned about when WKTV Chief Meteorologist Bill Kardas 
paid them a visit.

On Feb. 11, Bill Kardas talked to all of the third grade classes about weather in the school library. 
He began the visit by giving a presentation about different kinds of weather – including the 
worst hurricanes in history, how to differentiate between types of winter weather, and where to 
go to stay safe from lightning. 

Following his presentation about the weather, Bill taught the students about how he delivers 
the forecast on TV. He showed them photos of the WKTV weather studio, explained where he 
gets his forecast information from, and taught them how a green screen works.

After he was finished presenting, students had the opportunity to ask their questions. Several of 
the questions were about the worst storms in history, and whether or not things like tornadoes 
can occur in this area. Kardas took the time to answer as many questions as he could, and it 
seemed that the more answers he gave, the more questions students had.

The visit was informative for students and helped them to better understand the weather and all 
the work that goes into being a meteorologist. Some students even asked how Kardas decided 
to become a meteorologist (something he wanted to do since he was a kid), and they asked 
what the process is like to become one. 

After Kardas was finished answering questions, he was presented with a Whitesboro Warriors 
baseball cap from the third grade teachers, which he wore proudly as he took a group photo 
with the students. It was a simple way to commemorate his ninth year visiting Westmoreland 
Road Elementary students.

Thank you Mr. Kardas for taking the time out of your busy schedule to visit our students.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL News

Therapy Dogs Visit Hart’s Hill Students
On March 11-12, students at Hart’s Hill Elementary had the opportunity to spend some time with therapy dogs during their school day.

Throughout the course of two days, each class in the school had the chance to visit the therapy dogs in the art room. The students took 
turns getting to sit on the floor and pet the dogs in small groups, while the rest of the class drew pictures and wrote notes to give the dog 
owners, thanking them for coming to visit.

While visiting with the dogs, students were relaxed and happy, and they had the chance to ask the dog owners questions such as what 
kind of training is needed to become a therapy dog, what the dogs are like when they’re not working, and how the dogs know when 
they’re working. For example, one of the dogs, a chocolate lab, knows he’s “working” when he has a certain collar on. His owner said that 
when he’s at home he’s energetic and rambunctious, but when he has his “work” collar on, he relaxes and lays down on the ground so 
that people can pet him.

Staff at Hart’s Hill got the idea for the therapy dog visit after therapy dogs visited students at the High School back in December.

Thank you to the volunteers from Cornell Companions of Oneida County and their therapy dogs for visiting Hart’s Hill.

WKTV Meteorologist Bill Kardas Visits Third Graders at 
Westmoreland Road Elementary
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL News

Marcy Elementary Kicks Off After-School STEM Camp
With the help of a New York State grant, Marcy Elementary School is offering an after-school STEM 
(science, technology, engineering and math) camp to students in grades 3-5 for the first time.

The program kicked off Feb. 28 in the school cafeteria. Each student in the program was given a 
“LEGO Chain Reactions” booklet that comes with LEGO pieces and instructions to build different 
creations. For the first day of STEM camp, students built a “Quintopple.” It was a fun way to get 
students’ minds and hands working, and also further develop their collaboration skills as they 
worked together while they built. Fourth grade teachers Mrs. Emerson and Mrs. Angerosa, third 
grade teacher Ms. Tucci, and Principal Newton were also on hand to help and have fun as well. 

Due to funding from the state grant, the number of students in the program is limited to 36, but 
the school hopes to offer another program in the summer. 

All four elementary schools within the Whitesboro Central School District will offer a STEM program 
for students during this school year.

Deerfield Elementary Students 
Show Off Talents at Variety Show
From dancing, to singing, to telling jokes, the talents of 
Deerfield Elementary School students were on full display 
at the school’s Variety Show on the evening of March 27 
and during the school day on March 28.

The Variety Show was an opportunity to showcase the 
many talents of the students at Deerfield Elementary. 
Jam packed with dancing, singing, gymnastics, comedy 
and more, the show was an hour of entertainment for all 
who were able to watch it, including the entire Deerfield 
student body and staff on March 28.

With a Michael Jackson dance routine, a rapid-fire 
completion of several Rubik’s Cubes, karate chopping, 
gymnastic splits, piano playing and everything in 
between, the students who participated in the show 
wowed the audience from one act to the next.

Thank you to everyone who helped make this show a success!



BUDGET ISSUE 2019-2020 15

ATHLETICS

Unified Bowling Team Takes First Place 
at Section III Tournament in Mattydale
The first year of Unified Bowling in Whitesboro was off to a great start.

On March 1, the Whitesboro Unified Bowling team won the Section III 
Tournament held at Strike ‘N Spare Lanes in Mattydale, which is located 
in Onondaga County. Whitesboro was one of 17 Section III schools that 
participated in the tournament.

For the tournament, each team bowled three games. Teams were made 
up of eight students bowling on one team at a time, and each athlete 
had the chance to participate in at least one of the games. The bowlers’ 
combined totals were used to calculate the team’s overall score, and 
those team scores were used to calculate the winning team.

During the first game, Whitesboro’s score totaled 763, and the team was 
down 71 pins from first place. During the second game, Whitesboro’s 
eight-person team bowled a combined total of 963 and took over the 
first place lead. Holding onto that lead in the third game, Whitesboro 
bowled an 877, taking first place with a total of 2,626.

Patrick Peach bowled the high game of 137, and one of the High School 
student partners, Nate Deperno, bowled 188. All of the athletes bowled 
extremely well, and all of them bowled above their averages.

Congratulations to the Whitesboro Unified Bowling team on their win!

Bowler TJ Davis Rolls Perfect Game 
During Section III State Qualifier

On Feb. 14, varsity bowler TJ Davis rolled a 
perfect 300 game using his Storm Hy-Road 
Pearl during the Section III state qualifier 
at King Pin Lanes in Rome. This exclusive 
event invites only the best bowlers in the 
area to compete in a six-game qualifier for 
a chance to represent Section III as an All-
Star in the NYS Championships. 

TJ's perfect game came in the fifth game of 
the tournament and it was the first 300 of 
his bowling career. After his 10th and 11th 

consecutive strikes of the game, a crowd surrounded his lanes waiting 
in anticipation of the final shot. After his final strike, he ran off the lanes 
to celebrate with his father, who was in attendance. 

TJ ranked 5th in the event. His teammates Trent Beattie and Chris 
Testa, who were also competing, finished 11th and 15th, respectively. 

TJ is the fifth bowler to throw a perfect game for Whitesboro, and 
the second this year. The previous varsity bowlers to throw a perfect 
game included Chris Testa (2019), Trent Beattie (2017), Mark Morreale 
(2015), Anthony DiPierro (2005), and Adam Hearty (1982).

Congratulations, TJ!

Whitesboro Senior Carson Spina 
Earns Section Title for Swimming
At the Section III Class B Championship meet on Feb. 14 at 
Nottingham High School, Whitesboro senior Carson Spina took 
first place in one of his two events.

In the 200 Yard IM swim, Carson took first place with a time of 
2:03:09, shaving one second off of his fastest time for the event. In 
the 100 Yard Freestyle, he took fourth place with a time of 50.87.
“It was a fun season,” Carson said. “I just came off an injury and 
didn’t think I would be able to perform as well as I did. I was just 
glad I was able to pull something out at the end of the year and 
earn a section title in the process.”

Carson went on to compete in the Section III State Qualifier meet, 
where he placed fifth in the 200 Yard IM with a time of 2:04:70, and 
11th in the 100 Yard Freestyle with a time of 51.34.

Congratulations to Carson on a great swim season!

Gymnast Taylor Bushey Wins State 
Champion Title on Uneven Bars

On March 2, three Whitesboro gymnasts participated in the 
NYSPHSAA Gymnastics Championships, which was held at Cold 
Springs Harbor High School on Long Island. The gymnasts included 
junior Taylor Bushey, freshman Madison Scialdone, and eighth 
grader Kiara Khiamdavanh. 

The three Whitesboro students, along with athletes from New 
Hartford, Oriskany, ESM and JD, represented Section III. They worked 
together to win the silver medal in the team competition.

The gymnasts also had success in their individual events. Taylor 
Bushey competed in the all-around event for Whitesboro. She 
scored a 9.175 on vault for 13th place, 9.7 on bars for 1st place, 9.325 
on balance beam for 4th place, and a 9.25 on floor for 6th place. In 
the all-around, she finish an impressive 5th place.  

Madison Scialdone competed and hit her beam routine to score an 
8.925 for a 13th place finish. Kiara Khiamdavanh competed on two 
events for the Section III team and she scored a 9.15 on uneven bars 
for a 9th place finish, and 8.2 on floor. 

Congratulations to the Whitesboro athletes and all of Section III on 
their success!
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Whitesboro Central School District
2019 - 2020 School Budget

Note: * Check with your local assessor concerning various STAR exemptions.
STAR exemptions are based on the most recent information available. Rates noted above have not changed from the prior year. The maximum STAR 
savings for each school district is calculated by the Office of Real Property Tax Services (ORPTS) and is available online. (https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/
property/star/eligibility.htm)

The estimated costs calculated above use the FINAL 2018 Assessment Rolls as determined by the Town of Whitestown. The 2018 Equalization Rates used 
were established by the New York State Office of Real Property Tax Service.

Estimated Tax Impact

Homeowners that have purchased a home after August 1, 2015, and have not yet registered for the STAR credit, will need to register with the 
New York State Tax Department at www.tax.ny.gov/star or call (518) 457-2036 to receive a STAR credit.

PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO VOTE ON MAY 21, 2019, FROM
 7:00 A.M.-9:00 P.M. AT PARKWAY, MARCY AND DEERFIELD SCHOOLS.

Home with Full 
Value Exemption

SENIOR Enhanced STAR
$1,313 Exemption

*Income Restrictions

With Basic STAR
$656 Exemption

No STAR
No Exemption

Assessed Value Estimated Increase 
Cost Per Month

Estimated Increase Cost 
Per Year

Estimated Increase Cost 
Per Month

Estimated Increase Cost 
Per Year

 Estimated Increase Cost 
Per Month

Estimated Increase Cost 
Per Year

50,000 $2.80 $33.64 $2.80 $33.64 $2.80 $33.64

100,000 $5.61 $67.29 $5.61 $67.29 $5.61 $67.29

150,000 $8.41 $100.93 $8.41 $100.93 $8.41 $100.93

200,000 $11.21 $134.58 $11.21 $134.58 $11.21 $134.58


